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Commission for Ecology, Justice and Peace

Social Justice in action

2024

March 2024: Commissioning Mass held for new members. Mass celebrated by
Archbishop Paul Martin sm and Fr Gerard Burns at St Joseph's Mt Victoria.

March 2024: The Commission endorses a Gaza Ceasefire Pilgrimage in
Wellington. Read more here.

April 2024: The Commission submitted a written submission to Parliament on
the Fast Tracks Approval Bill. Read the submission here.

May 2024: The Commission gave an oral submission to Parliament on the Fast
Track Approvals Bill.

May 2024. The Integral Ecology Committee encourages Parishes, Schools and
groups to participate in Laudato Si' Week. Read more.

June 2024: The Commission are promoting two te Tiriti educational
opportunities. Read more.

July 2024: The Bicultural Relationships Committee of the Commission co-hosted
a Te Tiriti educational weekend with Christian Life Community, Ko Te Tiriti Mai
Rané: The Treaty is Always Speaking. A Covenant for the Generations. Read
more.


https://cadw.dartworks.nz/adw_community/ecology-justice-and-peace-commission-endorse-for-peace-pilgrimage-in-wellington/
https://www.parliament.nz/resource/en-NZ/54SCENV_EVI_083f0a7b-f182-41d5-0897-08dc3e31559c_ENV18986/0617e4c2a064abe40e7dc2fb66d6568c15b6096f
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/adw_community/laudato-si-week-19th-may-26th-may-seeds-of-hope-2024/
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/adw_community/archdiocesan-ecology-justice-and-peace-committee-promote-te-tiriti-educational-opportunities/
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/adw_community/hui-resources-ko-te-tiriti-mai-rano-the-treaty-is-always-speaking-a-covenant-for-the-generations/
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/adw_community/hui-resources-ko-te-tiriti-mai-rano-the-treaty-is-always-speaking-a-covenant-for-the-generations/

e July 2024: The Commission led a workshop on Pope Francis' "Culture of
encounter" at the Archdiocesan gathering for migrant communities and
chaplaincies. Read more.

e July 2024: The Integral Ecology Committee are promoting workshops and
materials for the Season of Creation (1 September - 4 October). Read more.

e September 2024: The Integral Ecology Committee are promoting the Season of
Creation, supporting events and sharing weekly quotes and resources. Read
more.

e September 2024: The Ecology, Justice and Peace Commission are sponsoring a
Forum on Housing. Read more.

e October 2024: The Ecology, Justice and Peace Commission and St Francis of
Assisi Parish invite you to a Season of Creation Liturgy at St Francis of Assisi
Ohariu Parish, 7pm cuppa for 7.30 pm start on Friday 4th October — 37 Doctor
Taylor Terrace, Johnsonville Welligton. All are welcome. Join Facebook event.

e November 2024: This Archdiocesan Ecology, Justice and Peace Commission
encourages parish groups to participate in an action organised by Common
Grace Aotearoa. Read more.

¢ November 2024: The Commission supports this event and encourages people to
attend. Join WEALL in Poneke Wellington to discuss redesigning our economy to
deliver wellbeing for nature and all our people. 28 November 2024, Te Herenga
Waka, University of Wellington, 33 Bunny Street. Registration $100
https://www.weall.org.nz/economyforpublicgood

2019 -2023

November 2023: The Commission signed a Living Wage Movement open letter
urging New Zealand First to follow through with the commitment they made at the 2023
living wage election forum to workers, the community and faith groups.

November 2023: Volunteer as a member of the Commission in 2024. Are you
motivated to contribute to work for justice and peace inspired and informed by Catholic
Social Teaching? Read more.

November 2023: Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty call. People of the Archdiocese
of Wellington are invited to join the FFNPT call by emailing admin@rdc.org.nz These
endorsements will be formally presented to Government at Parliament by
representatives from the Religious Diversity Centre on 16 November. For more details
visit https://rdc.org.nz closer to the date. For further information

see https://fossilfueltreaty.org/faith-letter



https://cadw.dartworks.nz/adw_community/archdiocesan-gathering-for-our-migrant-communities-and-chaplaincies/
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/adw_community/season-of-creation-activities-2024/
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/adw_community/season-of-creation-activities-2024/
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https://fossilfueltreaty.org/faith-letter

October 2023: Response to the situation in the Holy Land. The Commission
endorsed a Wellington Abrahamic Council statement rejecting all forms of hate and
bigotry in response to the situation in the Holy Land.
https://abrahamic.nz/2023/10/rejecting-all-forms-of-hate-and-bigotry/

September 2023: Season of Creation. “Let Justice and Peace Flow” is the theme, and
“a mighty river” is the symbol, chosen for Season of Creation 2023, the ecumenical
celebration held each year from September 1, World Day of Prayer for the Care of
Creation, to October 4th, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. members of the Integral
Ecology Committee are promoting the Season and planning events in the Archdiocese.
Read more here.

June 2023: Religious Diversity Centre webinar series.

May 2023: Written submission on the Immigration (Mass Arrivals) Amendment Bill:
The Commission made a submission opposing the bill and recommended that it be
withdrawn or significantly amended and opposed the provision whereby asylum seekers
might be detained for 28 days. Read it in full here.

August 2022: The Archdiocese and the Commission sighed up to the Laudato Si’
Action Platform. See it here.

August 2022: Oral Submission on Water Services Bill: On Monday 29th August, the
Commission made an oral submission on Monday 29 August to the Finance and
Expenditure Select Committee in support of the Water Services Entities Bill. Read more
here.

July 2022: Submission to the Greater Wellington Regional Council on the Future
Fares Consultation. Read about it here.

July 2022: Written submission on Water Services Entities Bill: The Wellington
Archdiocese Ecology, Justice and Peace Commission has made a submission
supporting the Water Services Entities Bill (the "Three Waters" reforms), saying that
water is not just another commodity but a gift from God that is a human right and
essential to all. The Commission accepts the intention of the Bill to address
infrastructure deficits which cannot be met only by local communities. We support co-
governance proposals which recognise and acknowledge Mana Whenua and give effect
to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. The written submission is available to read here.

June 2022: Wellington Archdiocese Ecology, Justice and Peace Commission joins
the Living Wage Movement: With the consent of Cardinal John Dew, the Wellington
Ecology, Justice and Peace Commission has joined the Living Wage Movement. The
recommendation to join the Living Wage Movement followed reflection by the EJP
Commission on Pope Francis' encouragement of all Dioceses to have an ongoing

collaboration with people's movements. The Living Wage Movement encourages



https://abrahamic.nz/2023/10/rejecting-all-forms-of-hate-and-bigotry/
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/adw_community/season-of-creation-2023/
https://www.parliament.nz/resource/en-NZ/53SCFD_EVI_e9936d6e-e4d2-4db9-bd3c-08db2f1a21d8_FD2366/950b3f0a7689aa42c23e0a3ac37698fc7a7e428a
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/adw_community/ejp-commission-submission-on-water-services-entities-bill/
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/adw_community/ejp-commission-submission-on-water-services-entities-bill/
https://www.gw.govt.nz/document/19739/future-fares-review-2022-te-arotake-utu-a-anamata-2022/
https://www.parliament.nz/resource/en-NZ/53SCFE_EVI_124081_FE9366/7ea1d723ea2fb1142dddfdc5877aa24157c13763
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210415_videomessaggio-conferenza-londra.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210415_videomessaggio-conferenza-londra.html

employers to pay low-paid employees a wage above that of the legal minimum wage, to
ensure all workers and their families have enough to live in dignity.

June 2022: Poverty Committee letter to National party leader: The Poverty
Committee has written a letter to National party leader Christopher Luxon expressing
concern about his "bottom feeding" comments, and encouraging him to keep front and
foremost the values expressed in his maiden speech of compassion, tolerance and care
for others.

May 2022: Letter to Wellington Mayon on airport extension.
May 2022: Online seminar on Integral Ecology.

March 2022: Open letter on vaccine mandates and restrictions: Members of the
Wellington EJP Commission and Committees have sent an open letter to the New
Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference, which is a response to a previous anonymous
open letter to the NZCBC on the question of vaccine mandates and restrictions. Our
hope in writing the letter is to strengthen the resolve of New Zealand Catholic Bishops
Conference in continuing with the position taken in the November 2021 pastoral letter
until the current Omicron outbreak has passed.

March 2022: Online seminar on living Laudato Si’.

January 2022: Budget Policy Statement submission: The Poverty Committee of the
EJP Commission made written and oral submissions to the Finance and Expenditure
Select Committee, welcoming the intended focus of Budget 2022 on the Covid-19
response and recovery, family poverty, housing and climate change. The submission
also welcomed the increased attention given to the spiritual dimensions of life in He Ara
Waiora, which extends the living standards framework.

Wel-com story on EJP Budget Policy Statement submission
December 2021: Solidarity letter with Fijian young people.
November 2021: World Day of the Poor.

November 2021: Wellington EJP Commission supports Matariki Bill: The Wellington
Archdiocesan Ecology, Justice and Peace Commission has made a written submission
to the Maori Affairs Select Committee supporting Te Kahui o Matariki public holiday bill.
The submission said as Catholics we understand ourselves to have inherited
responsibility for the verbal assurance given to Bishop Pompallier at Waitangi that all
faiths would be respected, including ritenga Maori. We see extending public holiday
protection to Matariki as a natural extension of that principle.

October 2021: Prayer walk for Te Awa Kairangi.


https://cadw.dartworks.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Wellington-Ecology-Justice-and-Peace-Commission-response-to-open-letter.pdf
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Wellington-Ecology-Justice-and-Peace-Commission-response-to-open-letter.pdf
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Budget-Policy-Statement-submission.pdf
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Budget-Policy-Statement-submission.pdf
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/adw_welcom/making-the-world-a-better-place/
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Wellington-Archdiocese-EJP-Commission-submission-Te-Kahui-o-Matariki-Public-holiday-bill.pdf

August 2021: Season of Creation - recycling at Otari Parish.

August 2021: Wellington EJP Commission welcomes proposals against hateful
communications: The Wellington Archdiocesan EJP Commission has made a written

submission welcoming Proposals 1-4 of the Ministry of Justice’s consultation on
proposals against hatred and discrimination, saying changes are needed urgently to
protect the most vulnerable. However, the EJP Commission recommends a longer
conversation about Proposal 5 regarding incitement to discrimination. Wel-com story
on hate speech submission

June 2021: IE Committee Submission on transport emissions.

May 2021: Mass for the Feast of St Joseph the Worker:The EJP Commission hosted a
Mass for the Feast of St Joseph the Worker on 1 May, as part of the Archdiocesan
celebrations for the Year of St Joseph. It was followed by a discussion on Pope John Paul
II’'s 1981 encyclical Laborem Exercens (On human work) in its 40" year, and sharing
about work experiences. Celebrant Mgsr Gerard Burns (pictured) shared a Peruvian
cross showing Jesus as a sugar cane worker crucified on his work implements. Wel-com
story on St Joseph the Worker Mass

May 2021: Submission to Ministry of Education consultation on Aotearoa New
Zealand histories: The EJP Commission made a written submission supporting the
proposal that New Zealand history should be a feature of the history curriculum at all
levels. Quoting Pope Francis that we cannot move forward without remembering the
past (Fratelli Tutti) and that young people without a grounding in history can be misled
(Christus Vivit), the submission said informed political participation requires a good
understanding of history. Wel-com story on histories curriculum review submission

May 2021: Benefit increases of practical and symbolic importance: The Ecology,
Justice and Peace Commission has welcomed the benefit increases in Budget 2021,
saying they have a symbolic importance beyond their monetary value. "For the first time
in decades, the wellbeing of beneficiaries has been given priority in the government's
Budget." Wel-com story on Budget 2021 responses

May 2021: Submission on the Social Security (Subsequent Child Policy Removal)
Amendment Bill: The Poverty Committee made written and oral submissions
supporting changes to remove penalties for beneficiaries who had additional children.

March 2021: Submission to the Climate Change Commission.

March 2021: Submission on the 2021 Budget Policy Statement: The Poverty
Committee made written and oral submissions to the Finance and Expenditure Select
Committee on the 2021 Budget Policy Statement. Fr Tom Rouse told the Committee
that the government needed better analysis of the impacts of Covid-19 on inequality,


https://cadw.dartworks.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Wellington-EJP-Commission-submission-to-Ministry-of-Justice-consultation-on-incitement-of-hatred-and-discrimination.pdf
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Wellington-EJP-Commission-submission-to-Ministry-of-Justice-consultation-on-incitement-of-hatred-and-discrimination.pdf
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https://cadw.dartworks.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Wellington-Archdiocese-EJP-Commission-Social-Security-Subsequent-Child-Policy-removal-Amendment-Bill.pdf
https://cadw.dartworks.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/EJP-submission-on-Budget-Policy-Statement-2021.pdf

but supported government decisions to work beyond the constraints of the Financial
Responsibility Actin its Covid-19 response.

February 2021: Submission opposing Youth Justice demerit bill: The EJP
Commission's Poverty Committee joined many other groups in the community in
making a submission opposing the Oranga Tamariki (Youth Justice Demerit Points)
Amendment Bill. The Private member's bill was subsequently withdrawn by its sponsor.
Wel-com article on Youth demerit points submissions

January 2021: Submission in Support of Increased Sick Leave: The Ecology, Justice
and Peace Commission supported the increase in sick leave from five to 10 days, saying

it was essential to ensure anyone who is unwell is able to stay home, especially in the
time of a pandemic. Wel-com story on sick leave submission

December 2020: DVDs for youth in prison: Over 300 DVDs were donated for use by
young people in prison after an appeal from Challenge 2000 and the Poverty
Committee. Wel-com article on DVDs

November 2020: World Day of the Poor.
September 2020: Election Forum on environmental and climate change issues.
September 2020: Nelson Parish Laudato Si’ formation series.

July 2020: Reflection on solidarity: Mgsr Gerard Burns offers a reflection on solidarity
in the context of the Covid-19 lockdowns and Black Lives Matter protests.

February 2020: Submission on Budget Policy Statement 2020: The EJP Commission's
Poverty Committee made written and oral submissions asking that addressing benefit
rates be the focus of government spending in Budget 2020. Wel-com story on Budget
Policy Statement 2020 submission

November 2019: World Day of the Poor.

November 2019: Submission to MBIE consultation "Addressing Migrant Worker
Exploitation: The EJP Commission's Poverty Committee made a written submission
including experiences and observations from the work of the Filipino chaplaincy
supporting migrant workers. Members of the Poverty Committee and Filipino chaplaincy
also met with National MP Paulo Garcia to discuss concerns.

September 2019: Public meeting on migrant worker experiences: The Ecology,
Justice and Peace Commission hosted a public meeting on migrant worker exploitation
and experiences. Over 100 people heard presentations from the Barangay Santa Maria
of the Filipino Chaplaincy, Cardinal John Dew, Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand, and the
Minister for Immigration. Wel-com story on migrant worker exploitation meeting


https://cadw.dartworks.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Wellington-EJP-Commission-submission-on-Oranga-Tamariki-Youth-Justice-Demerit-Points-Amendment-Bill.pdf
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June 2019: Submission on the Credit Contracts Legislation Amendment Bill: The
Poverty Committee submitted to the Finance and Expenditure in a written submission
that more controls were needed to protect the most vulnerable, and that credit
information should be provided in the languages in which lenders advertise their
services.

May 2019: We are different but united in grief: Sr Ruth Coleman, Chair of the
Archdiocese of Wellington Ecology, Justice and Peace Commission, spoke at the 2019
rally against racism, organised after the attacks on two Christchurch mosques which
killed 51 people. She said God created us to be different to each other, and we need to
allow diversity and not be threatened by differences.
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